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This UstijOig of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims 

L (Canceled) 
2. (Canceled) 



3. (Cxirrently Amended) The disposable absorbent article according to claim [[1]] 4, wherein: 

the distance between said waist opening elastic members and the portion of said rear 
waist clastic members closest to said waist opening elastic members Is approximately equal to 
said distance between each rear waist clastic member and its adjacent rear waist elastic member. 

4. (CuDcently Amended) ^Hbte A disposable absorbent article aco<yding to oloim 1» whoroin: 
including an absorbent article body which comprises a liqtdd-nermeable tops heet. a liquid- 
impermeable backsheet, an absorbent core disposed bet^veen said liq uid-permeable topsheet and 
said liauid-impenneahlQ hacksheet. and a cover sheet attached to the outer surface of said liquids 
impermeable backsheet, wherein; 

said absorbent article body has a rear waist region, a crotch r egion^ and a front waist 
regiorL which are integrally arranged in the longitudinal direction of said absorbent article body, 
said rear waist region and said front waist region adapted to be respectively located at the rear 
and front waist side of a wearer, and said crotch region has leg opening portions at both lateral 
side edges thereof: 

bv ioining each side edge portion of said rear waist region and the corres py^yiding side 
edge portion of said front waist region, a waist opening becomes formed aro und the waist of the 
wearer and a pair of leg openings become formed around th e upper thiehs of the wearer; 

g ft^d absorbent article body also has: 

one or more vy fflfft pp^n^j ng elastic members extending circumferentiallv aroxmd 

Amendment in response to April 18, 2007 Non-Final omce Action 
U.S. Serial No, 10^530,454 

page 2 of 8 

PAGE 3/9 ' RCVD AT 6113i200n:06:5fi PM [Eastern Dayfight T^^^^ 



06/13/2007 15:08 8564141058 . CHERYLFCOHEN PAGE 04/09 



said waist opening, 

apluralitv of rear waist elas tic members that are stretchablc in the widihwise 
direction of said absorbent article body, and 

a plurality of fi ont waist elastic members that are stretchable in the wjdtfawise 
direction of said absorbent article bodv: 

gaid rear waist elastic members form a rear elastic ar ea in said rear waist region: 

said front waist clastic members form a front elastic area in said front waist 

regions 

a greater number of rear waist elastic members are provided than front waist 

elastic members: and 

said rear elastic area is broader than said front elastic area yvith respect to the 
longitudinal direction of said absorbent article bodv: 

said rear waist elastic members are arranged so that the distance betwee n each rear 
waist elastic member and its adjacent rear waist elastic member is a pproximately equal to the 
Hi'<g^ ncg between each front waist elastic member and its adjacent front waist e lastic member and 
that when each side edge portion of said rear waist region and the corres ponding side edge 
portion of said front waist region arc joined, both ends of some but less than all of said rear waist 
elastic members are lespectivelv connected to the ends of the corresp onding front waist elastic 
memb^ 

said distance between said waist opexiing elastic members and the portion of said 
rear waist elastic members closest to said waist opening elastic members is approximately equal 
to tije distance between said waist opening elastic members and the portion of said front waist 
elastic member? closest to said waist opening elastic members, and 

said absorbent core is arranged so as not to overlap said front elastic area while 
overlapping at least a part of said rear elastic area. 

5, (Currently Amended) ^Fhe A disposable absorbent article aooording to oloim 1^ wher e in: - 
including an absorbent article bodv which comprises a liaui d-permeable topsheet a liquid- 
impermeable backsheet. an absorbent core disposed between said liqu id-permeable topsheet and 
said liQaid-impeimeable backsheeL and a cover sheet attached to the outer surfac e of said liquid- 
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jimpenneable backsheet, wherein: 

said absorbent article body has a rear waist legion, a c rotch region^ and a front vyaist 
region, which are inteprallv arranged in the longitudinal direction of said absorbent arti cle body. 
said rear waist region and said front waist region adapted to be respective ly located at ttie jeai 
and front waist side of a wearer, and said crotch region has leg opening portions at b oth lateral 
side edges thereof: 

bv joining each side edge portion of said rear waist region and the corresponding side 
edge portion of said front waist region, a waist opening becomes formed around the waist of the 
wearer and a pair of leg openings become formed around the u pper thiphs of the wearer: 
said absorbent article body also has; 

one or more waist opening elastic members exte nding circumfcrcntiallv around 
said waist oiaening, 

a plurality of rear waist elastic members that are stretchable in the widthwise 
direction of said absorbent article body> and 

a plurality of front waist elastic members that are stretchable in the widthwise 
direction of said absorbent article body: 

said rear waist elastic members form a rear elastic area in said r ear waist region; 

said front waist elastic members form a front elastic area in said front waist 

region; 

a greater number of rear waist elastic m embers are provided than front waist 
elastic members: and 

said rear elastic area is broader than said front elastic area wi th respect to the 
longitudinal direction of said absorbent article bodv: 

said rear waist elastic members are airanged so that the distance between each rear 
waist elastic member and its adjacent rear waist elastic membe r is approximately equal to the 
distance between each front waist elastic member and its adjacent front waist elastic m ember and 
that^ Y^hen each side edge portion of said rear waist region and the corres ponding side edge 
portion of said front waist region are joined, both ends of som e but less than all of said rear waist 
elastic members are resncctiyely connected to the e nds of the corresponding front waist clastic 
members: 
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the portion of said front waist elastic members closest to said leg opening portions 
is located closer to said leg opening portions than is the portion of said rear waist elastic 
members closest to said leg opening portions, and 

said absorbent core is arranged so as not to overlap said rear elastic area while 
overlapping at least a part of said front elastic area. 

6. (Currently Amended) 1^ A disposable absorbent article according to claim 1, whor c in: 
including an absorbent article body which comprises a Hquid-permeable topsheet a liquid- 
impermeable backsheet an absorbent core disposed between said liauid-nemieable topsheet and 
said liquid-imnermeable baoksheet. and a cover sheet attached to the outer surface of said liquid- 
impermeable backsheet. wherein: 

said absorbent article body has a rear waist region, a crotch region, and a front waist 
region, vdnch are integrally arranged in the longitudinal direction of said absorbent article body, 
said rear wmst region and said front vyaist region adapted to be respectivel y located at the rear 
and front waist side of a wearer, and said crotch region has leg opening portions at both lateral 
gide edges thereof: 

bv joining each side edge portio n of said rear waist region and the corresponding side 
edge portion of said front waist region, a waist opening becomes formed around the waist of tfie 
wearer apd a pair of leg openings become formed around the upper thighs of the wearer: 

szdd absorbent article body also has: 

one or more waist opening elastic members extending circumferentiallv around 
said waist opening. 

a plurality of rear waist elastic members that are stretchable in the widthwisc 
direction of said absorbent article body, and 

a plurality of front waist elastic members that are stretchable in t he widthwise 
direction of said absorbent article body: 

said rear waist clastic members form a rear elastic area in said re ar waist region: 

said front waist elastic members form a front elas tic area in said front waist 

region: 

a fyrgflter niiin ber of rear waist elastic members are provided than front waist 
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elastic members; .and 

Raid rear elastic area is broader than said front elastic area with respect to the 

longitudinal direction of said absorbent article bodv: 

said tear waist elastic members are arranged so that the distance between each rear 
waist elastic member and its adjacent rear waist elastic member is approximately equal to the 
distance between each front waist elastic member and its adjacent front waist elastic member and 
giat, when each side edge portion of said teat waist xejnon and the coiresponding side edge 
portion of said front waist region are joined, both ends of some but less than all of said rear waist 
clastic members are respectively connected to the ends of the correspo nding front waist clastic 
members: 

the distance separation between said leg opening portions and the portion of said 
rear waist elastic members closest to said leg opening portions is approximately equal to the 
distance between said leg opening portions and the portion of said front waist clastic members 
closest to said leg opening portions, and 

said absorbent core is airanged so as not to overlsq[> said rear elastic area while 
overlapping at least a part of said front elastic area. 

7. (New) The disposable absorbent article accordmg to claim 5, wherein: 

the distance between said waist opening elastic members and the portion of said rear 
waist elastic members closest to said waist opening elastic members is approximately equal to 
said (Ustance between each rear waist elastic member and its adjacent rear waist elastic member. 

8. (New) The disposable absorbent article according to claim 6, wherein: 

the distance between said waist opening elastic members and the portion of said rear 
waist elastic members closest to said waist opening elastic members is approximately equal to 
said distance between each rear waist elastic member and its adjacent rear waist elastic member. 
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